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EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

The last known work by Pergolesi, the Stabat Mater was written shortly before the composer’s death 

from Tubercolosis in 1736, aged only 26.  It was written as an alternative to Alessandro Scarlatti’s 

Stabat Mater for the Church of S Maria dei Sette Dolori in Naples.  Pergolesi was being cared for in the 

Franciscan monastery in Pozzuoli as he wrote the work during his final illness.  He was buried in the 

common pit next to the cathedral in Pozzuoli, and a tablet to his memory was set up by his patron in 

the cathedral. 

Pergolesi became extraordinarily famous after his death, with his operas (especially ‘La Serva 

Padrona’) and cantatas being particularly popular and fashionable.  The Stabat Mater achieved equally 

widespread popularity, being first published in London in 1749.  It was so popular that it became the 

most printed single musical work in the eighteenth century – a phenomenal feat when you consider 

what else was around at the time!  A consequence of its popularity was that it became widely arranged 

and adapted for different forces.  Originally for two soloists (castrati) and strings, it soon was adapted 

for two soloists and two-part chorus, and then other soloists were added, and more instruments.  It 

was also popular in an arrangement for keyboard, and Bach even adapted the work in his Cantata 

Tilge, Höchster, meine Sünden BWV.1083, using a German paraphrase of Psalm 51 as the text.  In the 

nineteenth century, the most popular arrangement came to be the one based on Salieri’s arrangement 

of around 1795 for the Vienna Court Chapel (the ‘Viennese version’), with extra vocal parts and brass 

added by Joseph von Eybler, trombones added by Ignaz Ritter von Seyfried, and all revised by Otto 

Nicolai in 1843. 

I have continued this tradition of arranging in this edition, for soprano and alto soloists and SATB 

chorus.  It is not intended as a scholarly critical edition, but rather a useful performance edition.  In 

preparing it I have referred to many earlier editions, including the ‘Viennese’ version above, the first 

edition by John Walsh (London 1749), Johann Hiller’s German language version from 1776 (Leipzig), 

Breitkopf & Hartel’s edition of 1876, and more recent editions for SATB by Desmond Ratcliffe (Novello) 

and T.J. Pratt (CPDL). 

The rehearsal marks in this score correspond to those used in the Ratcliffe (Novello) edition, for ease 

of comparison, although the choral parts in this edition are not intended to be compatible with 

Novello. 

Rehearsal aids in the form of video and audio files may be found at www.ianwright.online 

 

Ian Wright 

May 2021 

 

http://www.ianwright.online/
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