Ode for Christmas Day

Ian Wright

Words by Ewan Clark, adapted by Ian Wright
Set to a traditional Ukrainian smelody after Vasyl Barvinsky

For SATB Choir(with divisi)
and ppiano/organ

Ewan Clark (1734-1811) published his poem 'Ode for Christmas Day' in his 'Miscellaneous Poems' of
1779. He was born in Standingstone, Wigton and kept a schoolhouse in the town. His brother, Revd.
Wilfrid Clark, was the Vicar of St. Mary's Church, Wigton.

Vasyl Barvinsky (1888-1963) was Director of the Lysenko Institute of Music Education in Lviv,

and was one of the first Ukrainian composers to gain worldwide recognition. In 1912 he published
arrangements of Ukrainian folk songs including this melody, entitled "Oh, what a wonder".

In 1948 he was denounced and sentenced to ten years imprisonment by the Soviet authorities, and his
works were suppressed. After his release in 1958 he tried to reconstruct his works which had been
destroyed by the NKVD, but many were not rediscovered until after his death in 1963.




For Wigton Choral Society, 2022

Ode for Christmas Day

arr. by Ian Wright

Traditional Ukrainian Melody
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